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Pro Loco Art Competition 2013 
 

  
 

1st Prize 2012 – Jonathan Shepherd 

 

It’s time to get out those paints, brushes and pencils for the Annual Pro 

Loco Art Competition!  The competition opened in February and will close 
on 17th May.  If you wish to enter this year’s competition you must register 

by completing an entry form.  You can register by going to 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact the Clerk for an entry 

form.  
 

After the closing date all entrants will be contacted to arrange a day/time 
for the work to be ‘dropped off’.  An independent adjudicator will shortlist 

entries and these entries will be displayed on Sunday 26th May in the 

Pump Room (Pavilion) where members of the public will be invited to vote 
for their favourites.   
 

 
 

On Monday 27th May a presentation ceremony will be held again in the Pump Room where winners will be announced 

and prizes awarded. 
 

The main rule of the competition is that the picture must be of a scene 
or artefact of Matlock Bath.  Last year saw a record number of entries 

showing different views of our wonderful village.  Remember the 
finished piece does not have to be a painting – it can be done in a 

range of mixed media, 3D etc. 
 

The Parish Council is grateful to its sponsors for supporting this event.  

The 1st prize and 2nd prize money has been kindly donated by Sir 
Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills Working Textile Museum.  Children’s 

prizes have been sponsored by the Heights of Abraham.  All previous 33 
winners of the competition are housed at the Masson Mills Working 

Textile Museum.  If residents would like to view these pictures please 

contact the Clerk. 

  
 

1st Prize Juniors – Neo Bateman-Shane 

 

Prizes will be awarded as follows: 1st Prize - £150, 2nd Prize - £100, Best Villager - £50.   
Prizes for Young Artist and Junior Artists will be awarded in the form of Gift Vouchers for various outlets. 
 

Remember you must register and have your artwork ready by 17th May 2013.  All pictures submitted will be on our 

website after the closing date. 
 

For further information, a copy of the rules and an entry form for this year’s competition go to our website at 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact the Clerk. 
 

    
 

 
 

 

Just a few of the other entries we received in 2012 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Pro Loco Photography Competition 2013 
 

The 4th annual Photography Competition opened in February.  Entrants have until 
4th October to submit up to 4 photographs depicting a scene or artefact of Matlock 

Bath.  The competition over the past 3 years has attracted well over 100 entries 
showcasing our wonderful village.  The format of the competition is as in previous 

years and full details can be found on our website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

For inspiration, take a look at our entries from previous years on our website. 

  
 

1st Prize – Mark Fairman (2012)  

 
 

1st Prize (Juniors) – Lucy Morris 
 

 

This year it is hoped the competition will be bigger and better.  The Parish Council 
would like to express their thanks to the sponsors – Heights of Abraham and Sir 

Richard Arkwright Masson Mills who are supporting this event. 
 

Prizes will also be on offer for “Best Picture of ….”  Further details will be on our 
website shortly.   
 

For full details about this year’s competition please go to the website or contact the 
Clerk. 

Raft Event 2012 – Stuart Bird, The Derbyshire Association of Sub Aqua Clubs 
 

 
 

Winners – Thompson Tree Services 

 

Planning for the 2012 raft event started, as it does every year, in January 2012 

with meetings between the different groups involved.  The reliance of all the 
teams is required to ensure a pleasant and safe day for all, with no unforeseen 

hiccups.  Derbyshire Association of Sub-Aqua Clubs (DASAC) had been 

monitoring the river for several weeks prior to the event to make sure the 
course was clear of debris and safe.  Two river walks are carried out during 

December to identify any potential problems and their solutions.  On the first 
walk, a fallen tree was discovered blocking the river.  Due to excessive rain at 

the time, the river was flowing very high and fast which could have caused a 

rafter to drown if caught up in the branches or trapped under the trunk by the 
force of the water. 
 

On arrival at Cawdor Quarry, where the event starts, we were greeted by 

flood water so deep it was lapping over the footpath at the side of the river.  
Concern was raised over whether some of the taller rafts would actually get 

under the metal footbridge without incident. 
 

We noticed that the water flow was very rapid at the weir at Masson Mills, but 
as the level was higher, the drop was not as great as normal.  Overall, the 

committee decided that, although it was going to be at a very fast pace, it was 

safe to allow the event to go on.  
 

The weather on Boxing Day turned out to be quite mild.  We started as usual, around 6.30am, for registration.  It is 
important we know how many people are going down the river at the start so that we can ensure the same number 

come out at the finish.  This year, on arrival at Cromford Meadow, we found a problem – a large flock of sheep in the 
field.  We were expecting over one hundred vehicles at the site so needed them to be moved.  Luckily, as the cars 

started to arrive, the sheep began to move to the far end of the meadow, so were not in any danger.  To prevent the 
sheep from leaving the field as the gates were opened to let the cars in, a marshal had to be placed at the gate. 
 

With the river running so fast this year, some of the rafts did not make it to the end, so there was additional confusion 

at the finish as to the whereabouts of some of the competitors.    All of this has to be closely monitored to ensure no 

one is left on or in the river.   
 

A lot of work goes into putting the event on and is definitely a year round job, but worthwhile when you think who the 
beneficiaries are – the Air Ambulance; the RNLI; the hyperbaric unit and St John’s ambulance – all life savers!  
 

Prizes were awarded by Cllr Michael Wilderspin.  The 2012 winners were:  
 

1st Place – Thompson Tree Services 

2nd Place – Muppets 
3rd Place – Rugby Club 

 

 For a full report and photographs, log on to our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Yuk! 
 

 

 

Yuk! is Derbyshire’s campaign against dog fouling.  There are already Yuk signs around 
the village but if you feel that there are areas around the village which fall foul of dog 

mess, please let us know.  Alternatively a waterproof sign can be picked up from any 

library or by contacting Derbyshire County Council at www.derbyshire.gov.uk  
 

The signs should act as a reminder to the small amount of irresponsible dog owners to 
not only think of the health risks if they don’t clear up after their pets but urge dog 

owners not to let their pets foul the pavements outside peoples’ homes. 
 

There are dog poo bins scattered around the village so pet owners can bag and dispose of 
waste easily.  We have had reports that some grit bins are being used to dispose of dog 

poo – please use the bins provided or double bag it and put in a litter bin. 
 

Seniors Christmas Lunch 2012- David & Pat Russell & Barbara Sketchley 
 

The ‘Seniors’ who attended this year’s 
Christmas lunch began their celebrations in style.  
The High Tor Hotel was a beautiful, local venue 
and the food delicious.  It was a great opportunity 
to meet fellow residents and a good time was had 
by all.  
 

Many thanks to the Parish Council and to High Tor 
Hotel, it was a most enjoyable occasion. 

 

 

 

 
 

We will shortly be making arrangements for the 
2013 Seniors Christmas Lunch.  More details will be 

available in our June Newsletter and will be on our 
website shortly. 
 

Recycling Paper 

 

Derbyshire householders still throw 10,000 tonnes 
of paper in their non-recycling bins.  This paper is 

sent to landfill which is an expensive waste – and 

it’s going to cost tax payers even more in the 
future.  That’s why DCC has launched a campaign 

to remind people how easy it is to recycle paper 
using their local district council kerbside collection 

scheme.  For more information log on to 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/paper 

  

Contact Details 
 

Check out our website for all Parish Council matters including Councillors’ contact details, dates of forthcoming Parish 
Council meetings, Minutes of all Committee and Parish Council meetings, news and forthcoming events in the village.  

Log on to: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   If you wish to raise anything with the Parish Council please contact 

the Parish Clerk on clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/paper
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Childrens’ Christmas Party 2012 – Mel Heane 
 

On Sunday 16th December the children of Matlock Bath had their annual Christmas party.  This year they started out 
their day by visiting Gulliver’s Kingdom with a visit to see Father Christmas.  Thankfully the weather stayed dry and the 

children had a great time going on all the rides.  Afterwards we all made our weary way back to The Temple Hotel for 

tea.  Christine had laid on a craft table whilst John Gill and Gerry Kriebich entertained us with songs and a hat dance!  
Unfortunately Father Christmas could not join us at the Temple due to being so busy but he did send some gifts for the 

children who were unable or too young to go to Gulliver’s. 
 

2012 brought quite a few new residents to Matlock Bath and it was great to see them at the party and joining in with 
the community.  Events such as this would not be able to go ahead without the dedication of the organisers and the 

financial donation from the Parish Council which was doubled this year and was very gratefully received.  We also had 
a donation from Cllr Garry Purdy, County Councillor, from his community events fund which was a great help. 
 

As a resident of Matlock Bath who doesn’t have children of the age that attends the school or play group but helped 

with the organisation I have found the whole experience very gratifying.  Anyone wishing to get involved with a 

community event I urge you to do so and make new friends along the way. 
 

The date for the party this year will be Sunday 15th December so put it in your diary now and we will send details 
nearer the time. 
 

Stop Press ….. 

 

 

If you have received your Council Tax letter you 
may have noticed that it says there has been a 

3.2% increase in the Parish Precept.  I can assure 
residents that the Parish Council resolved at its 

January meeting for a standstill precept.  

However, the way that our precept request 
translates into what appears on your bill is not 

simple. The Parish Council will receive the same 
money as last year - £25,000 - made up of 

£23,626 from residences in the village via the 

Council Tax and £1,374 in the form of a new 
grant from the government.  However, the 

£23,626 is being paid by fewer residences (318 in 
2012, 292 in 2013).  This has resulted in the 

share each residence pays being increased by 
3.2%.  Businesses do not contribute to the 

precept.   
 

I hope this explanation of the complicated route 

by which the Parish receives its finances a little 
clearer. 
 
 

County & District Council – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

Derbyshire County Council is appealing to residents to sign up to the Big Deal, a scheme that Which magazine will look 
into to try and secure the best energy price with suppliers in the industry.  The more residents we can get to sign up, 

the better prospects for a cheaper deal for households.  Visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk and click on the Big Deal, or 

telephone 01629 580000 and ask for Mark Whelan. 
 

Presently we are having to deal with visiting Travellers again, but Derbyshire Dales Officers assures us they have the 
matter in hand and that they are taking action to evict them off the coach park before Easter. 
 

As usual, do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries. 
 
 

 

 

‘A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace,  
Derby Road, Matlock Bath, printed by Ashover Print, Kelstedge, Ashover 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 

 
 

 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Exploring the Byways  

 

 
 

 

Matlock Bath has many miles of footpaths, bridleways and paved tracks. The County 
Council has responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep but the Parish Council feels 

that these byways are an important asset to the village and should be used whenever 

possible.  Lack of simple maintenance can detract from their use and this only 
exacerbates the problem for the more they are walked, the clearer they will be.  We 

must encourage their full use to as many as possible. 

The Parish Council has in conjunction with DCC, started a basic clearance 

programme as many paths have steps which have been become difficult to 
use, even with stout walking footwear.  
  

 
 

Jacob’s Ladder – now clear & ready for use 

So far this year, we have cleared the steps on the Wapping bridleway, the 

steps on the path from Clifton Road (by the school) to Cumberland Cavern 
and started work on Jacob’s Ladder which connects from the bottom of 

Temple Road (near Gulliver’s entrance) to Upperwood Road (near the 

turning space).  We hope in the near future to continue this scheme of work 
and if there is a footpath near you that needs our attention, get in touch 

with the Clerk.  We also intend to work with the County Council, marking 
these paths as clearly as possible and getting information about all the paths 

onto the website.  

Motorcyle Ride for Russia – Julia Harley 
 
 
 

On 1st June 2011 an intrepid group of motor bikers, including 

myself, embarked on a 4000 mile motorbike ride - a return trip to 
Moscow in 2 weeks, to raise £2000+ each, (hoping for a total of 

£60,000), for disadvantaged teenagers in Russia.  
 

The Project - In Russia, young people have to leave their 

orphanages at 16 years old, and official figures show that only 
9% manage to integrate successfully into normal society; the 

remainder will die, become addicts or end up in prison within 2 
years.  In order to support orphanage leavers, ‘Love Russia’ 

launched a programme in September 2000, called ‘Genesis’.  It 

helped to cover the cost of their basic needs whilst they attended 
college. Since then more than 600 young people have taken part 

in the programme.  96% have successfully integrated into normal 
society, achieving a high standard of education and getting better 

jobs as a direct result of the support they have received. 94 
students were helped in 2009/10, but the number of places that 

can be offered through existing giving has declined because of 

the economic crisis.  Meanwhile, the number of young people 
needing support continues to rise. 
 

The aim of the motorcycle ride to Moscow is to raise awareness 

of the needs of these orphanage leavers and to raise £60,000, 
which is one year’s funding for the Love Russia Genesis 

programme that helps orphanage leavers acquire vocational skills, 

and thus reverse the dreadful failure rate to a 96% 
success rate. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Love Russia is a Christian charity (based on the Isle of Wight) that is committed to improving the lives of thousands of 

orphaned and abandoned children and young people living in deprived areas in Russia.  More details and updates can 
be found on the ‘Love Russia’ website: www.loverussia.org 

 
For a full report log on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

 
 

 

    

 

http://www.loverussia.org/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek  
 

 

There are two things that really annoy me about modern communication. The first is ‘not 
knowing who to contact’.  The second is ‘when you do know who to contact, having to listen to 

endless options and never being too sure which one is for you – then when you do get to the 

one you want, being put on hold’.  I am pleased to say that the Parish Council falls in to neither 
of these categories.  Firstly, the person to contact about all issues you wish to raise with the 

Council is the Clerk using email, (directly or via the website), telephone or if you are not in a 
hurry, traditional mail.  
 

All contact details are in this Newsletter and can be found on our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   As 

you may know, the Parish Council is responsible for very little, but we will put you in touch with the correct person/ 
department and, if appropriate, do some lobbying on your behalf.  When you contact us, we will respond – and 

dependant on the format of your communication, fairly rapidly.  However, please bear in mind that the Clerk only works 

part time and may not always be available if you call.  She will, however, always get back to you as soon as she can.   

As ever, the Parish Council has been busy so there is a fair bit to report in addition to all the 
articles.  Firstly, we have been working with DDDC to plant an area of the Memorial Gardens close 

to the Midland Hotel as a Rose Garden dedicated to the Diamond Jubilee of the Queen.  The 

roses are in – including one named after Her Majesty pictured right - and have been under 
planted with spring bulbs which should be flowering shortly.  Hopefully during the summer 

months the roses will add a welcome splash of colour and perfume to the gardens.  We will be 
installing a commemorative plaque in the garden.   

 

Work on the Masson Mills Bus shelter continues and the painting of it by Masson Mills should be completed within the 
week – weather permitting.   We will then get the new roof fitted and restore it to its former glory. Thanks to Mr Aram 

and the staff of Masson Mills for their contribution to the work.  Progress on finding land for allotments is slow but is 
moving and by the summer we hope to have more news.  During the half term break, the kitchen in the Community 

Centre was painted so that part of the renovation is now complete.  New floor covering was laid in the toilet area and 

much of the crumbling plaster was boxed in and painted so the toilet facilities are much improved.  At its last meeting, 
the Council approved a Tree Policy.  This will be on the website as soon as the final photographs have been added.  This 

policy clearly lays out the Council’s views on trees in the Parish.  Thanks to Mike Greenan and other members of the 
Planning Committee who have produced this weighty and important document.  Thanks also to those of you who 

volunteered to help with planting the cattle trough and to all of our volunteers who work tirelessly for the good of the 
village.  We hope to have other self-help planters in the village this summer as well as the contract towers on the 

riverside pavement.  If you have ideas of where needs brightening with flowers and can help with planting/maintenance, 

do get in touch.  We look forward to the sort of weather where we can enjoy the outside in comfort! 
 

Swap & Save – DCC 

 

 

A toolkit has been put together by Derbyshire 

County Council to help local organisations and 
groups run their own Give and Take day where 

people can give away good quality things they 
don’t want or need anymore and pick up 

something they do – all for free. 
 

The toolkit is ideal if you run a community or 

voluntary group, or even if you just wanted to 
gather together a few friends for an afternoon.  

It includes tips on running a successful event, 
help with publicity and advice about donations 

and recruiting volunteers. 
 

Holding a Give and Take day is a great way to 

meet new people, save money and prevent 
perfectly good items getting thrown away.  You 

can find the toolkit at 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/giveandtake or call 

01629 539788 for a printed copy. 
 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/giveandtake


Stop Smoking Campaign – Alison Cowley (Derbyshire Community Health Services) 
 

The annual ‘No Smoking Day’ campaign took place on 13th March.  No Smoking Day is an annual event which has 
been running since 1983. The main objective of the campaign is to highlight the many sources of help available to 

smokers to help them to quit.  Around 3 quarters of a million smokers try to stop smoking on No Smoking Day every 

year.  The main messages of the campaign are: 
 

 It’s a good opportunity to stop smoking and join others across the country in making a quit attempt. 

 That stopping smoking has significant health and other benefits 

 Highlighting the support that is available to smokers who want to stop. 
 

Derbyshire County Stop Smoking Service has recently developed a new programme to help smokers to stop called 

‘Quitline’.  This is a proactive telephone support line which offer smokers motivational support and easy access to stop 

smoking medication and products at a time that is convenient to them without the need to attend a clinic.  It is 
particularly popular with parents of young children who often find it difficult to get baby sitters or to commit to regular 

visits to a weekly clinic. 
 

If you would like further information about the Stop Smoking Service please ring 0800 0852299 or 01246 868425 or 
log on to www.nosmokingday.org.uk. 

Wapping Nature Reserve – Mike Greenan 

 

 

Work for this year has already resulted in clearing large areas of brambles.  This 

will allow the wild flowers to come through during the year.  The main footpaths 
have been cleared to allow access.  It was unfortunate that the weather last 

year made it impossible to keep on top of the growth.  The nature of the terrain 
makes working in very wet weather very difficult. 
 

The Parish Volunteers will once again this year work with British Trust For 

Conservation to continue the building of the fixed path network to join with The 

Wapping Bridleway at the top of the reserve.  This path gets very muddy and 
slippery and so this will be a significant improvement.  Care has been taken to 

ensure the paths blend into the background.  
 

Several trees and some large branches fell during the recent year’s adverse 
weather.  In certain areas, fallen timber will be left to rot and thus provide 

essential habitat for insects.  In other areas it is being cleared and will be used 
to create seats and hopefully some fencing on the main path at the bottom of 

the reserve.  We are producing a clear short and long term action plan.  We are 

liaising with the school on their needs and hope to get the youngsters involved 
as part of the long term project.   After all, it may well be them who continue 

the project in years to come.  
 

There is much to be done and more volunteers are needed.  We have a wide 
variety of tasks ranging from a various tasks involving physical work to 

recording, photography and other less strenuous roles.  If you have an hour to 

spare, you can make a real difference.  After cutting, brambles must be raked 
and disposed of, bramble roots must be dug out, paths need cleaning.  We 

need to identify the trees and plants.  Could you do this?  The dry stone walls 
need repair.  Have you had any experience to offer?  Come and enjoy an hour 

or so with like-minded residents.   
 

Fallen branches awaiting attention 

We are setting up an email and phone chain so that everyone knows when 
someone is going to the reserve and can join them.  Please contact the clerk 

for further details or if you can offer help.  
 

And for those who may not have the time, why not find a few minutes to 

walk around and see what we are doing – before/after taking the children to 
school – it is just across the road; now the nights are getting lighter, a stroll 

via some of the village footpaths and return a different route.  One word of 
caution though, if you have a four legged member of the family with you, 

please ensure nothing is left behind as the area is used by others including 

children (see the ‘YUK’ article) 
 

 
 

 

http://www.nosmokingday.org.uk/


 

Pit Profiles: Re-profiled Exhibition 
 

The first ever showing of a new photographic exhibition is on at the Peak District Mining Museum.   
 

‘Pit Profiles: Re-profiled’ is the result of a project jointly funded by the National Coal Mining Museum for England and 

Arts Council England.  Inspired by artist the late H Andrew Freeth, photographer Anton Want has created a modern 
day ‘Pit Profile’ series at Kellingley Colliery, North Yorkshire.  Photography, works of art and oral history combine to 

provide new insights into working colliery life in the twenty first century. 
 

There is free entry to the exhibition and it runs until 30th April 2013.  For opening times and any further information 
please contact the Peak District Mining Museum on 01629 583834 or e-mail mail@peakmines.co.uk  

 

Coping with Stress & Pain 

 

 

Inspiring solutions to daily problems 
 

At Heart Jewel Meditation Centre we are working to 

offer everyone practical solutions to their daily 
problems through an understanding of the mind and 

meditation.  Meditation is a proven scientific method 
for improving the qualities and functioning of the 

mind.  We can use meditation and an understanding 

of the mind to reduce and finally eliminate stress and 
find more positive strategies for dealing with pain. 
 

In 2013 we are offering a number of classes/courses 

for you to try: 
 

Saturday 20th April 10.00 am-1.00 pm 
Stress Release at Work (£10) 

 

Saturday 18th May 10.30 am-5.00 pm 

Finding Peace with Pain (£20 including 

vegetarian lunch) 
 

These courses are suitable for beginners and 
although the teachings come from the Buddhist 

tradition they will be of interest to everyone 
regardless of secular and religious learnings.  Heart 

Jewel Centre is a registered charity so we only 

charge to cover expenses. 
 

For further information and booking please contact 
the centre below.  A full listing of all our 

classes/courses can be found on our website.  
 

Heart Jewel Buddhist Centre, Glenholme, 
Holme Road 

Telephone: 01629 581585 
E-mail: meditate@heartJewel.org.uk 

www.heartjewel.org.uk 

Holy Trinity School – Amanda Mee, Headteacher 
 

Learning outdoors  is part of our weekly curriculum for the children and as spring starts to appear we are beginning 
to plan our gardening and grounds projects for this year.  This year we are working with the Parish Council who are 
providing bedding seedlings and the growing equipment and the children will ‘pot them on’ and care for them until they 
are planted out around the village.  We are always looking to improve the garden area in school so if you have any 
unwanted or unused gardening equipment, seeds or plants, the children would really appreciate them.  
 

Sainsburys vouchers  - We are once again collecting Sainsburys vouchers which last year we used to buy sports 

equipment for the children.  If you have any vouchers and would like to donate them to our school then they would 
need to be sent in by the beginning of June.  Many thanks for all your support. 
 

 

mailto:mail@peakmines.co.uk
mailto:meditate@heartJewel.org.uk

